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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Tus Author of this Letter has no other + 
motive for its publication, than a fincere 
defire to give the Public a juſt and faith- 
ful account of the œcõOomy of the Y ork 
Lunatic Aſylum. He fincerely laments 
that there ſhould exiſt any perſons ſo 
evil- minded, as to endeavour to ſap the 
foundation of a moſt excellent, and riſing 
Charity, from which many diſtreſſed 
families, at this preſent moment, derive 


great benefit and comfort. 
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H AVING for ſome years paſt paid a particular at- 
tention to the Government of the York Lunatic Aſylum, 
I flatter myſelf that, in the detail of this Letter, I ſhall 
be able to lay before you ſome particulars'worthy of 
your notice: and I the more readily embrace this op- 

rtunity, as I find that the Reverend Mr. Maſon has 
lately publiſhed ſome © Animadyerſions” on the Cha- 
rity, which appear to me deficient in information, and 


falacigus in argument. 


From the time that the Aſylum was opened i in 1777, 
to the middle of the year 1788, the houſe has received, 

as I am well informed, all the patients that have affered, 

without rejecting one application for want of room. 

But for ſome months paſt the applications have been ſo 
numerous, that the apothecary has been under the 
neceſſity of putting up two beds in many of the rooms, 
contrary to the uſage of the houſe, and the convenience 
of the patients. This inconvenience, however, will 
ſoon be removed, as the new building, containing 
twenty-four rooms, will be ready for the reception of 


patients before the een of the preſent year. 
44 0 


(8) 

At this time the Aſylum contains fixty-ſix patients, 
and theſe are formed into three diviſions. The firft 
divifion (in number twenty, and never to exceed 
twenty-five), conſiſts of ſueh patients as are of better 
condition, who pay a conſiderable weekly ſum for their 
board and medicines, the ſurplus of which is employed 
in leſſening the payments of thoſe patients who are in 
low circumſtances, and have no pariſh relief. The ſe- 
cond diviſton (in number twenty-ſix, of which upwards 
of one fourth are pariſh-paupers), conſiſts of thoſe who 
pay eight ſhillingsper week for their board and medicines; 
a a ſum which from experience is found equal to the ex- 
pence incurred by patients in general. In this diviſion 
the Governors have included the pariſh-paupers, judge- 
ing it unreaſonable that pariſhes ſhould ſhare with the 
neceſſitous objects of the third diviſion all the advanta- 
ges ariſing from the ſurplus of the payments re 
the patients in affluent circumſtances. It ſurely is . 
ficient that pariſh-paupers are taken in at a price equal 
to what they coſt in diet and medicines. This was the 
relief originally intended, and with which the pariſhes, 
for the ſpace of four years, were well-contented ; but 
as ſoon as F the Governors reduced the weekly. payments 
of thoſe who were in low circumſtances, then the pariſhes, 
moſt. unjuſtly and ungenerouſly, put in their plea for a 
reduction alſo, not conſidering that there was a wide 
difference between a body of affluent people and a poor 
individual. To ſay that pariſhes will refuſe to ſend 
their inſane poor to a place where they have a chance 
to be cured, or relieved, . becauſe they muſt there pay 
the equitable expence of their board, is 4a en Wes 


and contrary to enperiencs. 


The third divifion (in done PRE eaſt of 
atients in low cireumftances who pay for their own 
ard, and have no aſſiſtance from their pariſhes, Thoſe; 

as I am well informed, are all objects of pitiable di- 
ſtreſs. They ſtand thus: Tem at ſix ſhillings; Six at 
five ſhillings; and Four at "our {hillings-per week. - 
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_ theſe: laſt, one is m ſon of an aged widow, whole i in. 
come is. barely ſufficient for herſelf; another is the huſ- 
band of an induſtrious woman, who ſupports herſelf and 
one child by the profits of a ſmall ſhop; the third is the 
ſon of a day-· labouren who rents a ſmall cottage and two - 
acres of land; and the fourth is the wife of a poor curate, 
who has fix-children: And is the pecuniary diſtreſs of 

a whole pariſh to be put in competition with that of one 

| ſuch poorperſon ! On thisdiviſion of diſtreſſed individuals | 

| the BE ne have beſtowed the intereſt of L. 650, given 

by Lady Gower, Mrs. Bourchier, and Mrs. Bouverie, ex- 
preſsly for “the relief of the moſt neceſſitous objes;” 
and they have alſo applied to their uſe part of the over - 
flowings of the firſt dyyiſion, as before obſerved. With- - 
out theſe aids, the poor objects of this diviſion could not 
have ſubſiſted in the 2 it being well known that no 
part of the general ſubſcription can be applied to the 
maintenance of the patients, until the ſtock is found toex- 
ceed the expence of the buildings, repairs, arid furniture. 
To this the Governors have ſcrupulouſly adbered, infos 
much, that from thecommencementof theCharityinr777, 
to the preſent hour, no part of the ſubſcribed money has 
been appropriated to the maintenanee of the patients. 
On the contrary, the patients by weekly payments, pro- 
portioned to their abilities Neve defrayed the whole ex- 
pence of the houſehold, and at the fame time diſc 
the wages of the ſervants and the ſalary of the apothe- 
cary, amounting in the laſt year to the ſum of L. 1200. 
Some perſons have. faid that- they. fubſcribed their 
money for the maintenance of the pariſb- poor, as well 
as for the erection and furniſhing of the building; but 
theſe perſons ſeem to have miſeonceived the deſign of 
the original founders. All the acts of the committee 

ſhew, that the maintenance of the patients from a pub- 
lic fund, was not a primary, but an eventual objeQ. 
The following addreſs of the committee, in April 1974, 
ſpeaks clearly to this point: Agreeable to the plan 
« of the Medical Committee, a weekly payment of fix 
1 —_— from the ar ao 8 or friends of 


r 


„e 
«the patients, will be ſiifficient t6 defray all the ex - 
<.pences of the houſehold; without the aſfiftance of any 


4 fund: So that little more will be required befides a 
A ſum adequate to the expenceof finiſhing andfurniſhing 
* * the preſent building, together with a fur for carryih 
s out the wings, in caſe the number of patients ſhoul 
„ increaſe beyond what can be accommodated and 
* lodged in the body of the houſe ; and of this there is 
A great probability, if we may judge by the nume- 


% rous applications that have been made e ery re- 


* mote diſtances. But ſhould the ſabſcriptions for- 
4 tunately exceed the charge of the neceſſary buildings 
- «© and furniture, 1 in that caſe the overplus money will be 
converted into a fund for leSening the weekly pay- 
«© ments of the patients. But which of the patients 
were to be deemed the proper objects of this bounty, 
was left to the Jotgment of the Governors themſelves, 


At the firſt opening of the Aſylum there was no diſtine- 
tion of patients, and all paid eight ſhillings per week for 
their board and medicines; but after a fe years it was 
found that this fum was not well-proportioned, : as un- 
_— — 1 thoſe who were in eaſy circumſtan- 
d too little, and thoſe who were poor, and had no 

parih ih relief, paid too much. It was therefore ordered, 
for the more extenſive ſervice of the public, That perſous 
of better condition ſhould: be admitted, on their paying 


a2 weekly ſum, proportioned to their eircumſtances: At 


the fame time it was ordered, That the overflowings of 
their weekly payments ſhould be applied in aid of thoſe 
perſons who were poor and paid for themſelves. Under 
this charitable regulation the Aſylum continued for the 
* _ of one n and the ſucceſs * the wiſdom of 


bis, at a able e ee cight ſhillings; which, upon 
the ſuppoſition that there would be fifty-four patients in the houſe, made 

annual income of L.1 123; a. ſum fully ſufficient, for all the expences 
. the houſehold, as publics 71 declared and a underſtood at the time. 
The public 3 i rare clearly intended for the building 
4 and furniſhing a houſe for the reception, and not for the meintthance, of in- 
ane perſons,” The contracy is aſſerted, very abſurdly, by Mr. Maſon. 


DL OA T . 
the — But it being . A by the phyſician, 
that he was likely to be materially injured by this re- 
gulation, however advantageous: to the Aſylum, as it 

obliged him to attend, gratis, thoſe very perſons who 
would otherwiſe have been his own private. patients, it 
was ordered, That he ſhould be allowed to take reaſon- 
able fees from ſuch affluent patients: And during the 
time that he has aQed under this regulation, I am 
ſatisfied that no part of his conduct will be found re- 

prehenſible.. Some . perſons” have . obſerved, that the 

Governors ſhould not have made any alteration in their 
original plan, but have kept all the patients at eight 
ſhillings per week. In anſwer to ſuch ſuggeſtions I 
ſhall only obſerve, that whoever confiders the powers 
and circumſtances of men, will hold thoſe to bę the 
wiſeſt, and really the moſt faithful to the duty which they 
obe to the public, who make the beſt uſe of their expgri- 

ence e es ev Le the mes ſervice, | 

"if 
e W be — made in all 
charities; and — governors of Bethlem and St. Luke, 


have, in a particular manner, borne their ae = 
| _ CUTIE of ſuch . * MINE A 


When Bethlem Hoſp ital was exceed. in a no 
incurgbles} and 'only 6 7 3 were admitted. But 
in 1696, the number of the latter was increaſed to 120, 
and in 1728 to 138, when, for the firſt time, three in- 
curables were admitted, which in the following year 
were increaſed to 20. At this e n are 
* Freren 100 eme 12 


"al the 3 idee of: St. Luke's eſtabliſhed 
in 1751, for incurables, there are at preſent 120 cu- 
rables, and only 40 incurables, which laft pay five ſhil- 
lings per week for their maintenance. Of this num- 
ber there are ſix patients Who are paid for by their re- 
ſpective pariſhes; but by a late regulation, pariſhes in 
Ss are 58 to! receive” the benefit-of the incurable 
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fund, it being the” intention of the Governors to give 
the greateſt rehef to thote who ate m low circumſtances 
and pay for themſelves. And here I beg leave to re- 


dons of that this ſmall payment of five ſhillings is not 


fully adequate to the expence of one patient, but the de- 
ficiency is made up out of the general fund, which at the 
laſt audit in 1787, amounted ta upwards of L. I00,000; 


This excellent charity; conſiſting of poor only, is at- 


tended, gratis, by Dr. Simmons, who viſits ſeveral 
houſes of private confinement in the neighbourhood of. 
Landon, one of which is under his own ſpecial diree- 
tion, where. the patients are treated with the utmoſt 
tenderneſs and propriety. In this. houſe the patients 
pay from one guinea to thtee guineas and a half per 


whey ent luſive of medicines and phyfician' s fees. 


&. Patrick's Hoſpital in Dublin has a great hes 
blance to the York Lunatic Aſylum. It was originally 
founded by Dean Swift for the reception and mainte- 
nance of poor lunatics and idiots, but now receives a few 
patients of good condition. In this Hoſpital 100 infane 
perſons are lodged and boarded, of which number 18 
are perſons of good condition, who. pay from thirty to 
ſixty guineas a-year for board and lodging, together with 
two guineas oh admiſſion, and eight guineas annually 


(each perſon) to the attending phyſician. The re- 


maining 80 patients are paupers, and are maintained 
at the expence of the public fund, which is about 
L. 1200 a- year. That fam, together with the ſavings 
from the patients of better condition, diſcharges the 


apothecary's ſalary, ſervants' wages, pod all the expen- 


ces of the houſehold. 


In the Lunatic Afvlum at M cation which contains 


about 70 patients, the payments are from fix ſhillings to 


one guinea per week for board and medicines, and all 
above fix ſhillings pay: to the phyfician one guinea on 
admiſſion, and the like fum when diſcharged : the reſt 
is left to the generotity of the patient's friends. This 


is a well. regulated Eſtabliſhment. 


* 
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order of the laſt General Court, to be paid to the phy- 


in the Aſylum, and ſupplied with board and medicines 


1 


Aſter this curſory review of ſome of the principal 


. - hoſp itals for the reception of lunatics, I ſhall now deſcend 
to a moſt material part of our own Inſtitution, and 
that is the increaſe of its income from the board of the 
patients of the firſt claſs, 
do inform you, that upon the audit of the third quarter, 
on the 14th of July laſt, the Aſylum had gained the 
fum of L. 348, after the apothecaryꝰs ſulary, the ſervants? 
wages, and je the expences of the houſehold had been 

: oy And as the current quarter is likely to equal the 


It gives me ſincere pleaſure 


I dare venture to ſay that at the expiration of 
the four quarters in October next, the ſaving will be 
upwards of L. 450. From this ſum, L. 200 is, by the 


fician, for this year only, in compenſation for his con- 


ſent that the treaſurer ſhould take into the common ſtockx 
all the fees which he was entitled to receive from the 


patients in affluent circumſtances. The balance then, in 
favour of the Aſylum, will be L. 250; and; it is pro- 
bahle, that a Tum Axe to this balance will be annually 


left in the hands of the treaſurer, to be rere as . 


Governors may think Proper *. 


The Reverend Mr. Maſon, in the A 
alluded to, has taken much pains to prove that the 


inſane pariſh-poor were originally intended to be r- 
lieved the Lunatic Aſylum. No perſon that I 


know ever denied the poſition. All the public 
advertiſements declare it. But the relief intended, and 


publickly given out, was, That they, and ſuch infane 


perſons as were in low circumſtances, ſhould be lodged 


at the rate of eight ſhillings per week, each perſon. e 


8 W eee phe ckatta an (hor hid peng andy were 
converted into à ſalary of L. 200, in order that the Governors might know 
exactly the profits that ariſe from the patients of better condition. They 


are now in poſſeſſion of that . ſo 8 at a future day they may, 
if they ſee occaſion, fix a ſalary upon the attending phyſician, in the room 
N fees, Por what wah the he ce the nn, 
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relief they have had, and continue to have x. I know 
of no title that pariſhes can have to any furcher 8 
lief from this Charity. Upon the reduction- fund 
they can have no poſſible claim, as no part of it de- 
longs to the original ſubſcription. It is independent 
of the ſubſcription, being the bounty of Lady Gower, 
Mrs. Bourchier, and Mrs. Bouverie, for the expreſs, 
purpoſe. of granting relief, at the diſcretion of the Go- . 
- vernors, to ſuch inſane perſons. as are' in low cireum- 
| 2 but on no account to be employed in the build- 
To this fund, which produces L. 35 annually, is 
| added about L. 200 more, being the annual ſurplus. of 
the payments of thoſe patients who are in affluent cir- 
cumſtances, after diſcharging their board, medicines, 
and medical attendance. Mr. Maſon has totally mi- 
ſtaken the nature of the government of the Lunatic 
Afylum. As, on the reduction- fund, pariſhes have not 
ho. ſhadow of a claim, neither are they entitled to any 
thing from the general ſubſcription, as the treaſurer has 
only in bank about L. 1200, which is ſet apart for de- 
fraying the expence of the preſent additional building, 
together with L. 1 300, the intereſt of which is under a 
perpetual appropriation to the repairs of the houſe and 
furniture. Every expence of the houſehold is de- 
frayed by the patients themſelves, agreeably to the ori- 
ginal conſtitution, ' by payments proportioned to their 
abilities; and I beg leave to repeat, that from the be- 
ginning of the Inſtitution to the preſent hour, there ne- 
ver has been one farthing of the ſubſcription-· money ap- 
propriated by the Governors either to the maintenance 
of the patients, the attendance of the phyſician, the ſalary _ 
of the — or the wages of the ſervants. The _ 
whole public money, conſequently, remains with the Ho- 

ſpital eſtate. If Mr. Maſon could make it appear that 
the inſane pariſh· poor can be maintained in the Aſylum, N 
for leſs than eight ſhillings weekly, he would in that 
caſe have a reaſonable plea for a reduction of their pay. 


* When the Aſylum was firſt eſtabliſhed, pariſhes paid for thr inſane 
paupers confined at Bramham, the ſum of ten | gaineas for the firſt quar-, 
*** ever after. 


(-15: )) 
ments; but till then, his pamphlet will be conlidered- | 
as the indication of - ſomething not perfectly right in 
the temper. of its author, ,and will add n little t to- his 
honourable reputation. j I 21 | 


Had Mr. Maſon informed himſelf of che * tate "YN 
the Aſylum, I am ſatisfied that he would not have pub- 
liſhed © Animadverſions” againſt, but᷑ in favour of that 
Charity. Independent of the the relief given to the pariſh-. 
poor and perſons in low circumſtances, the benefits are 
great to thoſe few who are in eaſy circumſtances. The 

ayments made by them are moderate, and always 

uited to the circumſtances of their families. The ex- 
pences of no patient exceed L.1:4s per week; for 
which moderate ſum they have hitherto been provided 
with meat, drink, waſhing, lodging, medicines, and 
medical attendance. Pariſhes. pay. eight ſhillings for . 
their inſane poor, and perſons: in low circumſtances, 
who pay for themſelves, . are received as low as four. . 
ſhillings per week. Here is a benevolent and . 
charity which Mr. Maſon has greatly injured: .. 


It would be — the patience. of my den was 
I to record all the miſrepreſentations and unfair rea- 
ſoning inſerted in Mr. Maſon's  * Animadverſions - 
One, however, I. cannot let paſs, as it has materially. 
operated to the diſadvantage of the Aſylum, and con- 
ſequently has anſwered the end of its author. | He ſays, 
« And yet, when to diſcourage the lower kind of pri- 
vate madhouſes was here declared to be the purpoſe 
« of this Inſtitution, it may not be amiſs to note, that 
« only two years after, about the end of 1784, a cer- 
* tain perſon, by name Matthew Wilcoxon, was diſ- 
* charged the houſe, in which he had for about eight 
years been a moſt uſeful ſervant. This eleible 
old man had, for many years before, been in that way | - 
« of huſineſs; he had ſeen much of the practice of , 
«« Bethlem-Hoſ Put. had acted under Dr. Monro, and 
was poſſeſt of many of his preſcriptions, and for his 
6 con — at _— in common les, 1 ſtill _.. 
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& more for his great care and humanity; was mhiirchiſbcs | 
« * by Dr. Dealtry himſelf who conſtantly/recommendet . 


im, when lunatic eaſes came before him, even to 


erſons of condition, When the Aſylum was nearly 


« finiſhed, , this man was, conſulted concerning it, and, 


« after rectifying many miſtakes. in the building, 


« brought his own patients into it, and, relinquiſhing 3 


his own private houſe, became principal manager, 


« keeper, nay, and apothecary too (at leaſt occaſionally), - 
for the fmall annual falary of L. go. - Yet, at or about 
this very time, he was diſmiſſed; and how diſtnifſed?- - 
« With a penſion of L. 20 per annum for life, and with - 
leave to take with him. ſuch of his own patients as 


then remained in the houſe. He is now in his 77th 


« year, but in the full vigour of all his faculties, and ex- 


« © cept a natural diminution of bodily ſtrength, as com- 
« petent to fupertitend ſuch an hoſpital as ever. He 


« ſtill, in the ſuburbs of York, keeps a few patients, as 
« many as his neat but ſmall: cottage will permit him to 


keep, and in the greateſt order and decency. Many 
<« remarks might be made on this anecdote, but I 55 


propoſe this ſingle queſtion: Was his diſmiſfion the 


deſt way of diſcouraging private madhouſes?“ 


That Mr. Wilcoxon acted in Bethlem-Hoſpital as a2 


ſervant I allow; but that his being in pofſefſion of ſome 


of Dr. Monro's preſcriptions would make him a phyfi- 


clan, is what no man in his ſenſes will admit. Mr. 


Maſon aſſerts, that Mr. Wilcoxon brought his patients + 


into the Aſy um whim he firſt engaged as a ſervant there; 
but he a. artfully. concealed the numbers. This is 
a ſtory that has © magic in the web of it! One patient. 2 
Mr. Wilcoxon certainly brought in; and one patient 
he as certainly took out; and it is as certain, 'that Mr. 


Wilcoxon told Mr. Maſon ſo in March Mt. 


I the pamphlet alluded to, Mr. Maſon Has Relig } 
deſcribed the caſo-of one Henry Shaw, at preſent a pa- 
tient in the Aſylum, at the reduced price of fix (hil- 
** per week. This young man, * tells us, has al- 


* 
* 
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2 coſt him L. 120 - conſiderable ſum dest: 
but . repaid by the pleaſure. of telling the 
ſtory. Should Mr. Maſon continue to complain of this 
great burthen, he muſt expect to be told, that the Aſy- 
lum bears its proportionable part; for the Society doſes 
five pounds: annually by every perſon kept by hem 

; at fix ſhillings per week. When this loſs is fairly calcu- 

0 lated, Mr. Maſon will find himſelf in honour, not to ſay 
in juſtice, indebted to the Aſylum in a ſum ſomething 
above his original ſubſcription of L. 21. Probably Mr. 
Maſon, in the next edition of his Animadverſions, 
may ſay ſomething in favour of another of his Eleves, 
who is alſo a patient in the Aſylum; but ſuch a recom- 
mendation will be needleſs, as the relations of the young 
man do not object to the moderate price of eight ſhil- 
gs per week for his . and medicines. 


Mr. Males, a the 22d page of his « Ain reriat” | 
charges the Governors with the © inordinate waſte” of 
the public money in the purchaſe of the land on'which 
the Aſylum now ſtands; aſſerting, in a note, that land 
which lay conveniently near the County Infirmary, 
might have been -purchaſed at a much cheaper rate. 
Theſe are heavy charges indeed, as they go to im- 
peach the integrity of many reſpectable characters. 
Now, in direct oppoſition to Mr. Maſon's ' charges, 

I pledge , myſelf to prove, that the committee uſed _ 
their, moſt ſtrenuous endeavours to purchaſe land in 
the ' neighbourhood of the County Infirmary; and _ 
alſo, that they never had the lighteſt intimation 'or 
knowledge of any land in the neighbourhood of the 
Infirmary, that might have heen purchaſed for leſs mo- 
ney, by the acre, than what they gave for the land on 
which the Aſylum now ſtands. What comes within my bz 
knowledge is, That ſoon after the firſt general meeting 
of the ſubſeribers to the Aſylum, the committee did ap- 
ply to the acting managers of the * Infirmary, 
for the purchaſe of all; or part, of a field, lying imme- 
ding 1 the e We Kr e re- 
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ceived a direct negative. Still anxious to have ground in 
the neighbourhood of the County Infirmary, they ap- 
ied to the late Mr.Yoward fox two acres of land, which 
y directly vppoſite the Infirmary, and for which the 
vunreafonable ſum of L. 660 was demanded. 

About this time Dr. Hunter (as I am well informed) 
had ſome converſation with the late Mr. Jubb, about a 
fmall field, ſituated fear the Groves, not at an in- 
convenient diſtance from the Infirmary; but was told by 
him, That, however well-difp6ſed to ſerve the Aſylum 
(and a warm friend to it he Was), he could not at that 
time part with this field, as its conveniences were * 
ſolutely neceſſary to him. 91 


Now, I call upon Mr, R 
when he wrote his « Animadverſions, he knew of any 
of theſe tranſactions.— If he did, his nate in the 22d page 
of his pamphlet, does him no credit v. If he declare 
nis ighorance, I will take upon me to prove, That be 
. _ himſelf was upon the Committee when an order was 
made to enquire after two acres. of land the 
County Infirmary; which order was e — 
1 ceution on. the following day. 27 3 


. 9 P = 4 * 5 hd — 2 - 
41 r 1 — * 2 * by I S- — Y 
YR ow ow er rye ee wp www ww voy irony „% VI} WL R—_—_— « ” -+- —- Fu 
* — 


— — 1 = 

CREED — — „ 2 
- 
— 


I chall paſs over in filetice the wins low 404 illi 
beral 0 mate; by Mr. Maſon upon the conſtitu- 
. tion of the Aſylum, the honour of its Governors, and, 
* in particular, upon the attending phyſician. The pro- 
. ker of the Aſylum. falfifies his aſſertions, and the 
„ well-known character of its Governors defends them 
ſufficiently againſt the petulant attacks of a man fo littte 
e rg ys bullengs. OS STE 
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Mr. Maſon ſays, «The fraaton cholow was ill more 6bjeftioinble 
„ thu any vile of thok 1 inal errors; Grohnd, I am well informed, 
might have been purchaſed, which, lay conveniently near the 
1 ary, at a mach che et rate dan was gives 
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GENERALE COURT or GOVERNORS, 


PR 
fFITY 
* 4 


Hell at tbe ASYLUM, Auguſt 23, 1788, | 


"1834 * 


His Gaact the ARGHRISHOP ef YORK in the Chair. 


* ; be 


Rnotvin, T HAT whereas L. 36 a:year, arifing from: 
the intereſt'upan three ſeparate ſums, given by the late 


Counteſs Dowager Gower, Mrs. Bourchier, and Mrs. 
ed to che 
relief and maintenance of the patients in this Aſy- 
lum, a weekly payment, which was of neceſſity exacted 
of every patient at the period of its firſt inſtitution, 
continues to be neceſſary ſtill: And whereas perſons 
of every condition, as well thoſe in eaſy circutnſtances 
as thoſe in the moſt neceſſitous, are admitted into this 
Aſylum, to partake the benefits of commodious habita- 
tion, and of the great eaſe, good order, and excellent 
medical aſſiſtance given here; it was reſolyed that the 
patients ſhould be formed into claſſes, according to their 
reſpective fortunes, and that thoſe” of the ſuperior or 
opulent claſs ſhould pay, according to their abilities, 
certain weekly rates, exceeding the expence of their - 
maintenance, thereby creating the means of relieving 
the claſs of the neceſſitous, by lowering” #beir weekly 
Pay ments, to a rate more ſuitable to their cireumſtances, 
though not adequate to the expence of their 
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This court, upon a hs and ſerieus reconſideration 
of the principle of that reſolution, and upon. the ex- 
perience of the effect produced by the regulation, does 
now confirm it, and does alſo confirm the rule whereby 
patients ſent into this Aſylum by pariſh-officers, and, 
according to the ſtrict injunction of the law, maintained 
at the charge of their reſpective pariſhes, are rated at 
88. per week each, this being the computed average 


expence of maintaining each patient; the court being 


clearly of opinion that whenever the means ariſe, it is 
more in. the true fpirit of charity, that thoſe means 
ſhould be applied to the relief of neceſſitous individuals, 


than to the eaſe and accommodation of the opulent 


proprietors and inhabitants of a pariſh, under what- 
ever fpecious deſcription it may be thought proper to 
maſk their caſe. | 


And whereas "I court having conſidered, that it 


was unfit and unjuſt, that patients in eaſy and affluent. 


circumſtances ſhould, equally, with the neceſſitous and 
indigent, enjoy the gratuitous aſſiſtance of the attend- 
ing phyſician, did reſolve, Auguſt 26, 1785, to requeſt 
the phyſician to accept, from patients of the former 
deſcription, the reaſonable emoluments of his profeſſion : 
And whereas by a ſubſequent reſolution of Auguſt 24, 
1787, the court did requeſt the phyſician, to accept a 
falary of L. 200 for the enſuing year, in lieu of fees 
from patients of the ſuperior claſs; this court, upon a 
{erious and deliberate review of this laſt- mentioned re- 
ſolution, determines not to renew it at this period, but 
requeſts the phyſician henceforth to receive ſuch mode- 
rate and reaſonable fees from the claſs of affluent pa- 
tients as he was accuſtomed to receive heretofore. 


RESsoLVxp, That the thanks of this court be given 
to Dr. Hunter, the phyſician, for his great attention to 
all the intereſts of this Inſtitution, eſpecially for his 
vſſiduous care and ſucceſsful treatment of the patients, 
and particularly, at this time, for the difintereſtedneſs 
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E 
of his whole conduct from the firſt eſtabliſhment of the 
Aſylum to the preſent day. | 


'Rx$0LVES, That the Governors preſent rely upon 
the candour of all the ſubſcribers, to give credit to 
their aſſurances, that no ſiniſter motives ever have in- 
fluenced, or ever can influence their conduct. They 
truſt that all the regulations they have eſtabliſhed, and 
the whole economy of the Inſtitution, have merited 
the approbation of every ſubſcriber; and they hope 
that all will agree with them in opinion, that ſuch Go- 
vernors as profeſs themſelves friends to the Aſylum 


would expreſs their good-will to it much better by at- 


tending in their places at the times of meeting, and 
there giving their advice for the regulation and im- 
provement of the Inſtitution, than by prejudicing the 
minds of the public by tear miſrepreſentations. 


MICHAEL EASTBURN, Secretary! 


* 


STATE or Tms ASYLUM. 


ON the iſt day of January, 1777, the houſe was 

opened for the reception of patients, ſince which time 
to the 17th day of Auguſt, 1788, 514 inſane perſons 
have been admitted. 


n 4 007% 84 


Cured -— : =: 
Relieved - — 126 
Incurable, and removed by deſire of their friends 45 
Died — - 30 
Remain in the houſe, 34 men and 34 women 68 

— 514 


WiLtLtam PRESTON, Treaſurer, 
A. HunTER, Phyfician. 
MICHAEL EASTBURN, Apothecary. 


2 


RESOLUTIONS avv ORDERS. 


ResoLVED, That this Charity ſhall receive all per- 
ſons labouring under an unſound. mind, whether cura- 
ble or not. 


 OxvxreD, That all the patients in the houſe, * 
ſuch as may hereafter be received, ſhall be claſſed by 


the V:jitors according to their reſpective circumſtan- 


CES; 

CL as 1. Six ſhillings per week. CL Ass 5. Fourteen ſhillings per week. 
— 2, F ige t ſhillings. — 6, Sixteen ſhillings. | 
— 3. Ten ſhillings. —— 7. Eighteen ſhillings, 

— 4. Twelve ſhillivgs. ——— 8, Twenty ſhillings & upwards. 


. 8. Tbs 6 VT „ er diſcha ge board, __ tea, waſhing, 
and medicines. | 


C 33 } 


OzDzrED, That a ſeparate table be kept for ſuch pa- 
tients as are rated above eight ſhillings per week; with 
the provilegs of being admitted without certificates. 


 ResoLveD, That patients of the higher claſſes may 
be waited on by their own ſervants, paying fix ſhillings 
per week for their board and waſhing. - 


Rxsorvxp, That women with child, labouring ater 
an unſound mind, ſhall be received, upon ſecurity being 
given that the child ſhall not become burthenſonge to 
the pariſh in which the Aſyium ſtands. 


ORDERED, That, in cafes of ſudden lunacy, patients 
will be received into the houſe without previous notice, 
if preſented before ſun-ſet : But, in all other caſes, it is 
expected, that notice be ſent to the Apothecary at the 
Afylum a few days before the arrival of the patient, 


that every thing may be properly prepared for his, or 
her, reception. 


 REesSOLVED, That lunatics, coming recommended as 
pariſh- poor, ſhall be placed in the ſecond claſs, except 
upon extraordinary occafions ; it being the intention of 
this inſtitution to give the greateſt relief to ſuch perſons 
as are in low and diſtreffed circumſtances, and who do 
not receive relief from their reſpective p | 


RESOLVED, That it would be convenient to the Pub- 
lic, as well as advantageous to the Aſylum, if patients 
in affluent eire umſtances were admitted. | 


8 That n e patients of the above 
deſcription ſhall in future be admitted, on their paying 
a ſuitable penſion to the Aſylum; but it is underſtood. 
that ſuch patients ſhall pay reaſonable tees to the pb 
ſician for his attendance. 


Oxvexed, That the phyſician do attend, gratis, all 
h Ss 7 
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patients whoſe payments do not exceed ow ſhillings 
per week. 


Rxsolvxp, That u döntibd of twenty pounds, or 
upwards, ſhall conſtitute a Governor, with the privi- 
lege of recommending as Ny patients as he may 
think proper. a : 

ORDERED, That the nl nente of the firſt 
claſ of patients be lowered one ſhilling, or more, at 
the diſcretion of the Viſitors. 


MICHAEL EASTBURN, Secretary. 


% The Governors wiſh to have it underſtood, that 
this Charity is intended to leſſen the number of pri · 
vate mad-houſes, by affording a comfortable retreat to 
1 a numerous body of unhappy ſufferers, at a price pro- 
i} portioned to their abilities; and as twenty additional 

( rooms, with ſuitable offices, are nearly finiſhed, dona- 


1 tions for the purpoſe of defraying that expence will be 
iY received by Meſſrs Garforth and Co. Meflrs Cromp- 
1 ton and Co. bankers in York; and by Meſſrs Martin 
& | and Co. Meſſrs Boldero, Kendal, and Co, bankers in 
\London. am 
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A LETTER from DR. HUNTER to the GOVERNORS of the 
|  LunaTic ASYLUM, © 


GENTLEMEN, | b A 
ork, Augu 24. 178 
AT the requeſt of ſeveral of the Governors of 7455 
Lunatic Aſylum, I here give a few thoughts on that 
Charity; and as they are the reſult of nine years atten- 
tion, I flatter myſelf that they will be of uſe, | in r of 
my death, or reſignation, 


In the firſt” lace, I am inetd that at no time, 
the payments from the pariſh- poor ſhould be reduced, 
as under ſuch an erden the houſe would be im- 
mediately, and moſt preſſingly, filled with the loweſt 
and meaneſt of the poor, to the excluſion of thoſe of a 
middling rank and in low circumſtances, for whom the 
Aſylum was principally conſtructed and its government 
planned. The Inſtitution has already reduced the 
number of many miſerable perſons kept in places of 
private confinement : and has been fortunate in reſto- 
ring many ſuch objects to their friends, in bodily health, 
and in found mind, without any material injury to their 
fortunes. This 1 have ever conſidered as the f pirit of 
the Inſtitution, and I have invariably conducted it up- 
on that plan. During my attendance. on the Aſylum, 
I have ſtudied to make the payments of the patients as 
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advantageous as poſſible to the Charity; but my ſuc- 
ceſſor may not be willing, or able, to make ſuch a ſa- 
crifice. I therefore recommend that a ſalary ſhould be 
given to the attending phyfician in the room of fees; 
and which, I think, ſhould not be leſs than L. 200 
per annum. This will attach him to the Aſylum, and 
prevent his eſtabliſhing a private houfe of confinement, 
which would evidently counteract the deſign. of the 
original foundation of the Aſylum. 


At the ſame time, the falary of the e ſhould 
be raiſed to L. 100 per annum, which will ſecure to the 
houſe the attendance of a judicious and regular per- 
ſon in one of the maſt important departments of the 
Aſylum. 


The phyſician's falary being fixed, all fees frown Per» 
ſons of Ans condition will ceaſe, and the full amount 
of the fees and penfions be paid into the hands of tha 
ſteward for the uſe of the Charity. =. 


As I apprehend that at ſome time the Aſylum muft 
be under ſuch a regulation, would it not be welhto try 
the experiment at preſent? 


If the Governors approve, I ſhall willingly ek the 
trial, for one year, in my own perfon, with this aſſu- 
rance, that I will remit the whole, or any part of the 
falary, in caſe the payments from the patients ſhould 
not exceed the expences of the houſe, under which all 
kinds of proviſions, apothecary's ſalary, and ſervants? 
wages are comprehended : 


The incidental expences will naturally be cited 
for by the intereſt of money already in the funds. Un- 
ger the article, Incidental Expences, are comprehended 
þad debts, and wear of bedding and furniture. 


| | Taking fees, at the diſcretion of the attending phyſi» 
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1 
cian, from patients of better condition, may at a future 
period be attended with bad conſequences; it is on that 
account that I recommend a ſalary in preference to the 
mode at preſent practiſed, and nnr at the 
General Court held in Auguſt, 1785. 


The ſum of the whole is this: . 


Firſt, As the houſe was built and furniſhed by the 
public for the reception of lunatics of different deno- 


minations, {a it ought to be kept furniſhed and repaired 
at the expence of the public funct. 


Secandly, As the public fund was never conſidered 
to extend beyond this idea, the whole expence regard- 
ing the board of the patients, together with medicines, 
ſalaries, and ſervants wages, muſt be defrayed by the 
patients themſelves, or their friends, by weekly pay- 
ments proportioned to their reſpective abilities. I am. 


Gentlemen, 
Yoyr moſt obedient ſervant, 


is ) 

No. II. 

| CINTLINAN, 
> 7 ork, þ Jan 6 5. 1788, 

Since writing the foregoing letter, I have moſt 
anxiouſly and ſeriouſly reconſidered the ſubject of it; 
and I now fit down to write this, in confidence that 
the general idea there exhibited, is as well founded 
as it is honeſtly intended. I am confident that to re. 
duce the payments made by pariſhes for their inſane 
Poor, would open a door for the entrance of all the 
idiots, bed-ridden, diſeaſed, and incurable mad paupers 
in the kingdom, to the certain excluſion of thoſe in low 
circumſtances, or of a middling rank in life; to whom 
the York Lunatic Aſylum has. been a charity indeed? 
At the Annual General Court in 1784, when perſons of 
low condition were reduced in their weekly payments, 
it was ordered, That a few patients of better condition 
ſhould be admitted, that their enlarged payments might 
make up for the deficiency occaſioned by the reduction 
of the others. This, though a humane idea, was in ſome 
degree not quite equitable: It, however, to the great 
benefit of the Aſylum, continued for the ſpace of one 
year, without any complaint on my part. At the ſuc- 
ceeding General Annual- Court, it was ordered, That 
the attending phyſician ſhould receive moderate fees 
from the affluent patients, it being judged unreaſonable 
that he ſhould give his attendance gratis to perſons in 
eaſy circumſtances, and, in general, by himſelf recom- 
mended to the Aſylum, in preference to their being 
under his own care in a place of private confinement#, 


9 At 2 General Court held at the Aſylum, Auguſt 24. 1785. Pre- 
fent, his Grace the Archbiſhop of York, the Right Hon. Earl Fitzwilliam, 
Wm. Preſton, Eſq; Henry Jubb, Eſq; H. Myres, Eſq; Wm. Withers, 
Eſq; Timothy Morumer, Eſq; 


Oradered, That when any patients of better condition offer themſelves 
to the Aſylum, they be admitted upon the rate of payment which may 
be deemed adequate to their circumſtances; and that Dr. Hunter, to 
whom the Governors think themſelves obliged | for his liberal, difintereſted, 
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Hitherto, theſe fees have been moderate indeed; and 
as long as I give my attendance at the Aſylum they 
ſhall continue ſo. But as I do not approve of a diſcre- 
tional power of that nature being in the hands of any 
man, I recommended in my former letter, that, at a 
future day, a certain annual ſum ſhould be paid to the 
phyſician, in lue of fees. In return for the abolition of 
fees, I adviſed, that the payments of the affluent patients 
ſhould be increaſed for the benefit of the general fund. 
Under this idea, the affluent patients will have to pay, 
upon the whole, no more than they formerly did; it 
only varies the mode of payment: And, from the fund 
thus conſtituted, I recommended an equitable and de- 
terminate ſum to be taken, and given to the phyſician 
for his care and attention, in the room of the fees taken 
from him and incorporated with the general fund of the 
Charity, as before mentioned. The benefits likely to 
ariſe from this alteration are too obvious to be men- 
tioned. At the expiration of every year, I expect, there 
will be a ſurplus to be added to the charitable fund 
created by the bounties of Lady Gower and Mrs. Bour- 
chier, © for the maintenance of the patients,“ at the 
diſcretion of the Governors. The extent of that ſur- 
plus can be known only from the reſult of the trial now 
making: And if I may venture to form an opinion from 
what appeared at the laſt audit, a few days ago, there 
will be derived from the patients of better condition a 
ſum ſo much more than ſufficient to pay the phyſician's 
ſalary, as to leave what will balance, and even more than 
balance, the deminution of income occaſioned by the 
charitable reduction made in favour of thoſe who are in 
low circumſtances. 'Thoſe of that deſcription in the pre- 
ſent calendar, as far as I know, are all objects of pitiable 


diſtreſs. They fand thus: Twelve at 6s.—five at 5: 
—and three. at 45, per week. Of theſe laſt, one is a gn 


and charitable attendance upon the neceſ tous objects of the-C Mey, 
may be requeſted to do juſtice to his own intereſt, by receiving from the 
friends of ſuch n. ** nad emoluments of his profeſſion. 
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of an aged widow, whoſe income is barely ſafficient 


(wv) 


for herfelf; another is the huſband of an induſtrious 
woman, who ſupports herſelf and one child by the pro- 
fits of a ſmall ſhop; and the third is the wife of a poor 
curate, who has fix children. And is the pecuniary 
diftreſs of a pariſh to be put in competition with one of 
thoſe poor perfons; God forbid ! For the above ſmall 


payments, the patients have meat, drink, waſhing, lodge- 
ing, medicines, and medical attendance: and it is well 


known, that the medicines alone taken in otte week, 
have often exceeded the payments of a fortnight: I mean, 
when muſk has been occafionally required. The cha- 
fitable ſpirit of a man revolts when thoſe ſufferers are 
to have their expences increaſed, becauſe parr/h-payments 
are to be reduced. It is a juft principle, that the greateſt 


relief ſhould be given where there 1s the greateſt want. 


of it; and I apprehended that no conſiderate perſon 
will heſitate a moment in determining where, in the 
preſent caſe, the relief ought to be applied. Should the 
fund of the Aſylum increaſe much beyond its expendi- 
tare, then let pariſhes be relieved; but, till then, let 


the real poor experience the full effects of this Charity: 


It gives me pain to be under the neceſſity of ſaying 
ſo much upon the preſent ſubject; but a fincere defire 
to preſerve the Aſylam from a ruinous innovation, the 
reduction of pariſn- payments, has prompted me to give 
you this trouble. I am, | 6 


Gentlemen, 
Lour moſt obedient ſervant, | 
A. HUNTER, 
P. S. To prevent any falſe repreſentations, it will be 
proper to obſerve, that pariſh-poor, by the conſtitution 


of the Aſylum, are fixed at 8s. per week, for which 
lum they are ſupplied with board, waſhing, medicines, 
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and medical attendance. It is calculated, that inſane- 
perſons at.8s. per week, fully conſume that ſum in 
board, medicines, &c. And as there have been for 
ſome time paſt upwards of twenty patients, at weekly 
payments conſiderably under that ſum, it is evident 
that their diminiſhed payments muſt have. been made 
up by the ſuperior payments of the affluent patients; 
it being a fact, that the houſe, from the beginning, 
has maintained its own eſtabliſhment, without the aid 
of one ſhilling from the capital fund: All the pub- 


lic money, n remains with the Bone! 
eſtate. | 
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